
Safety alert: Hand injury while maintaining wind 
turbine generator

Depiction of incident 

• A technician hit their hand while 
undoing a fixing with an adjustable 
spanner in the nacelle.

• The injured person (IP) first 
reported swelling to the right hand 
and a small scratch to their thumb 
but no pain.

• The next morning, the IP reported 
continued swelling and a discoloring 
to their thumb. 

Learnings

• Method Statement should be 
reviewed, understood and followed 
correctly. 

• Correct PPE for the task should be 
available when required.

• Kit check list should be available to 
ensure that the correct PPE is 
available for the works taking place. 

• Risk Assessment should identify 
hazards and issue sufficient 
mitigations on glove standards 

Why did it happen?

• Correct tooling not identified in 
method statement. 

• Adjustable spanner was wrongly 
identified as best method for task.

• No suitable gloves within kit bags 
and no alternative gloves available. 

• Cleaning of work areas was not 
included in the RAMS, it was taken 
as understood.

• Grease, lubrication and dirt on work 
surfaces was not cleaned 
beforehand. 

• IP did not seek first aid due to feeling 
that the injury was inconsequential.


